*I do not say/' he said, |fthat the

earth pre-existed them/1

"If the earth/3 said I, "which the
Almighty God created as a carpet
for men to walk on5 did not pre-exist
the race, these beings together with
the lower orders of life, would have
had nothing to rest upon. It is not
reasonable to state that they lived in
apace, for they do not possess wings.1*

"Of what good would wings have
done/' said he, "when they had no
means of subsistence/'

"Bravo/' said   I,   "Do   you   now

entertain doubts as to the   pre-exist*
ence of the earth as well as the stars?"

ftNo/' said he, "now I am fully
convinced of the pre-existenee of both/'

TJl now/' said I, "dilate upon
such subjects, that exciting your
curiosity, may add to your store of
knowledge/'

"Your previous arguments/' he
said "are sufficient to remove my
doubts"